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Connie Lindstrom-Lindstrom for MN Policy Fact Sheet 
 

Main Endorsements 
 Minnesota AFL-CIO and AFSCME Council 5: State federations of labor representing over 

300,000 Minnesotans. They endorse me because I support making sure our working families 
have safe and fair treatment in the workplace and that they earn wages that will support their 
families. 

 Education Minnesota: I support fully funding teachers and professional educators as well as 
fully funding our schools to ensure Northwest Minnesota communities can continue to attract 
families to work here, and to ensure we continue to have the high-quality well educated labor 
force we are known for all over the country. 

 Minnesota Farmers Union PAC: Minnesota Farmers Union PAC endorses my campaign because 
of my strong support for family farms and for my decade of work supporting large and small 
agricultural businesses as a business consultant for ethanol producers and the growers and 
livestock producers who partner with them. See below for some specific policy priorities. 
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Priorities 
Priority 1: Infrastructure Funding 
We need to ensure roads, bridges, and dams stay maintained so our businesses and farms can safely 
operate without having to drive miles out of the way as they sometimes do now when roads need 
repair. We also need to focus on broadband internet access everywhere to ensure schools, healthcare, 
and ag businesses can operate the same way they can in other parts of the state to stay competitive. 

I work as a business consultant and data analyst for ag businesses and energy companies, most often 
with ethanol plants, around the country. It’s my job to make sure these businesses are running their 
businesses efficiently, keeping their workers safe and satisfied on the job, and planning wise 
investments for the future so they can stay competitive.  

I think we need a representative in St Paul who will help make sure we, as a state, are doing those same 
things for our region, with our policies and our tax dollars. It may seem boring, but the reality of what a 
state-level representative needs to advocate for most of the time consists of all those boring things we 
don’t think about when they’re working well, yet it costs us money, business opportunities lost, and 
even lives if we don’t pay attention to them.  

It’s going to be a tough couple of years budget-wise ahead, but times such as this are also often the best 
time to invest in projects that will help us be more competitive down the road. The dam project here in 
Hallock, to update and improve the dam and its ability to manage flood waters, is a good example of a 
project that’s partially funded by the local watershed district but needs some state money to make it 
happen. The Lake Bronson dam is another project—it has an F rating from civil engineers and has been 
called the most unsafe dam in Minnesota.  The current year’s bonding bill finally got funding approved 
for both those projects as well as some other important projects in our area that are often done in 
partnership with other organizations or private companies, like some flood control work in Newfolden 
area and some work on the Thief River Falls regional airport. These are things we need to do to make 
sure our region stays a place where people can conduct their business and live well, and it’s important 
to invest in them even when money’s tight, or we’ll fall hopelessly behind.  

In spite of this critical need for reinvestment in our region, our current representatives in this area, 
Senator Johnson and Reps Fabian and Kiel, all voted against this year’s bonding bill.  The bill was passed 
overwhelmingly by both Democrats and Republicans, so there was wide agreement on all the projects 
that needed to be included, and I think the decision to vote against them was short-sighted. It’s 
important not to overspend, but it’s also important to understand when it’s a good time to make smart 
investments that prevent even more spending on disasters down the road, and it’s important to know 
that state investment saves local property owners and businesses money by keeping a lid on property 
taxes and improving opportunities for business to grow. When we have good state funding for these 
projects coming from income and business taxes in areas that are more heavily populated, it means less 
burden on local property taxes and on local people having to pay other fees and costs. We have 
important things going on here, but fewer people to pay for them than in more heavily populated areas, 
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so we need the state reps from all over to understand the importance of investing in our region, and the 
value to all of MN that we create by being here producing good and farm products. I’m disappointed 
we’ve had to wait as long as we have to get the projects I mentioned funded. We need to get back to 
having great advocates for staying on top of the projects that we often don’t think about where the 
money comes from, but that we need to keep things running well here.  

Priority 2: Farm Policy 
I believe many of the issues for which I will advocate have a positive impact on Minnesota family 
farmers and farming communities. These include a high emphasis on fully funding public schools, 
ensuring adequate funding for roads and bridges, advocating for accessible, affordable mental and 
physical healthcare, and working to complete the goal of improving rural broadband access to ensure 
that family farmers have access to the same technology tools as other businesses, and as farms in areas 
where broadband is more available. However, these goals benefit all residents and workers in my area. 
Specifically for farmers, I plan to champion following issues: 

1. Distributed supply chain improvements: my area has family farmers who either have had to stop 
raising livestock, or who must send it quite some distance for processing outside the district. We 
need to work to bring back a system of more diversified and distributed locker plants and 
processing facilities to ensure family farmers can meet the needs of their local market.  

2. Country of origin labeling is important for local farmers to help differentiate their product in the 
marketplace. I want to understand better the best ways to accomplish required labeling changes 
that positively impact farmers without undue burden, and then make it happen. 

3. We have work to complete in order to ensure that independent implement repair shops and 
individuals have access to the ability to repair farm equipment and implements without 
invalidating warranties on this equipment (“right to repair” legislation). I would like to get this 
done in the next session. 

Priority 3: Schools/Education Funding 
Minnesota’s legislature is going to experience budgetary crisis at unprecedented levels in the next two 
years due to the pandemic—all of Minnesota and all of the US is as well, certainly, but the ag economy, 
and the small towns that it supports, face changes the likes of which we can scarcely imagine. The risk of 
losing community schools and educational opportunities cannot be understated—when a town loses its 
school, it doesn’t take long for businesses and workers to follow, and it doesn’t take long for quality of 
life to suffer because we don’t have people in the area to start and staff essential businesses—banks, 
veterinarians, healthcare, dental services, food processing facilities, and the dozens of other businesses 
our towns need to function in a self-sufficient way. If we want to avoid facing extremely difficult choices 
about which towns in our district survive and which do not, it’s imperative that we take steps now to 
ensure: 

 state mandates are fully funded at the state level to ensure our schools can provide all the 
services that they’re expected to,  

 farmers’ and ag producers’ taxes are fair so they can keep their businesses,  
 we must do everything we can to build rural infrastructure like broadband to support modern 

education,  
 we must do everything we can to make regional colleges and trade schools viable and affordable 

so that our communities have the educated professionals we need to keep them alive and well. 
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Priority 4: Efficient Local Partnerships 
Our towns rely on many state programs and funding sources to ease the burden of property taxes and 
to ensure that our economies stay viable and productive. Such funds are often an essential part of the 
resources needed for programs that are a collaboration between local government, nonprofits, private 
donors and/or for-profit businesses: without the contribution from the state a critical piece is missing. In 
addition to infrastructure funding, these are programs that save us money and make it easier to attract 
businesses and employees (such as funding sources for flood mitigation, law enforcement, senior care 
and healthcare programming, training programs, childcare, the arts, and more). We need to make sure 
funds dedicated to these programs aren’t diverted and I’ll work to do that.  

Priority 5: Veterans Issues 
We have thousands of veterans in the district, including my husband, and many don’t have the same 
access to services as other parts of the state. In particular, we need to make sure the state fully funds 
the Veterans Restorative Justice program for all Minnesota vets, not just those in certain judicial 
districts. This program allows veterans access to substance abuse help and mental health resources 
instead of diverting them to the criminal justice system, when service-connected disabilities such as 
PTSD are the root cause of their problems. This program saves the state millions while lowering veteran 
suicide and repeat offenses. Veterans’ organizations all over the state are tired of legislators who use 
veterans’ issues like the Restorative Justice Act as a political bargaining chip, and I pledge to be a real 
advocate on their behalf. 

Other Issues 
Please see below for my thoughts on several issues which some voters have expressed interest in 
understanding my views. They’re listed in the frequency which I’ve been asked about them, not 
necessarily in order of my personal view on their importance. I’ve most frequently been asked to 
provide information on the priority areas described above, but these other areas are important as well. 

Housing 
Keeping local government aid funding at its current level or increasing it is really crucial to enabling 
developers to create affordable housing opportunities—when we have appropriate LGA funding it keeps 
costs for services down and also keeps property taxes reasonable. The 2021 allocation finally gets this 
funding back up to where it was in 2002 after it was cut almost 50% under the Pawlenty 
administration—that’s a good start but we need to encourage continued growth there. We can also do a 
lot more with state incentives and programs to develop infrastructure that’s needed for private 
developers to find greater Minnesota attractive. We’re facing a challenge in the upcoming session due 
to our budget shortfall, but we’re also facing an opportunity like never before to showcase the value of 
Greater Minnesota—there’s never been a better time to talk about keeping supply chains local and 
robust, and about the benefits of low-density living. 

Transportation 
We continue to face shortfalls in transportation infrastructure, although the bonding bill that finally 
passed is a good start. We need to work toward providing more adequate dedicated funding for 
transportation—this is roads and bridges, yes, but also we need to keep in mind when we talk about 
transit project and transit funding, we have communities and businesses here who could benefit from 
investment in programs to bring employees to work in Thief River or in Roseau or in Warroad. A 
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hallmark of a good investment is that is shows a good return, and I think we should be working to 
demonstrate the ways in which transportation investments will yield returns in the form of increases in 
profit centers and jobs, and reductions in emergency and interruptions to our transportation systems. 

Line 3 Pipeline Upgrade 
 The line in district 1A runs entirely along the existing line, and is currently running at a decreased 
capacity. With the permitting nearly complete for Line 3 we can look forward in district 1A to having 
improved safety along the existing line, and it will then be running at its desired capacity which will 
reduce pressure and costs on other transportation grid components in the area. As someone who 
analyzes transportation costs and fuels for a living, I can say with certainty this is going to reduce the 
pressure on rail and truck transport in the area, and thus lower the costs for our ag producers and 
improve safety for transportation workers. There’s also a moderate benefit in increased revenue for 
counties and cities along the line, although I think any municipality with forethought needs to follow the 
lead of every organization dependent on oil prices and be realistic about consumer demand for that 
product, and plan wisely for a future when demand and prices are going to be lower; that is a fact which 
all the fuels analysts I work with agree and it’s just consumer demand; legislative decisions may change 
the speed but not the downward trend.  

From a legislative perspective for the upcoming biennium, I think the focus needs to be on ensuring that 
the project is moving forward transparently, working with our worker organizations and with facts—not 
marketing or political hype like thousands of long-term jobs in the area, etc (it’ll be about 500-600 
workers coming into our area for a few months, according to Enbridge reps)—so that we can mitigate 
the potential for any risk associated with construction and ensure that everyone feels they’re getting the 
answers they need as the work proceeds. Following a lengthy permitting process has been more painful 
than some would like—but I think ultimately it will make everyone who has skin in the game on this feel 
that their concerns have been respected and will save us some of the problems that we saw happening 
with pipeline construction in the Dakotas. And that is something we’d all like to avoid. I think Minnesota 
and Enbridge have done a good job following the principles outlined by Condoleezza Rice (former 
Secretary of State under President George W. Bush and currently on the faculty at Stanford Graduate 
School of Business) in her excellent book, Political Risk: How Businesses and Organizations Can 
Anticipate Global Insecurity. Making sure all voices are heard, including property owners and residents 
along sections of the line that will be new, making sure all the permitting processes are painstakingly 
followed and explained to the public, will go a long ways toward making sure any opponents or 
protestors feel their concerns have been addressed and don’t cause safety issues or damage to property 
along the line during its construction. I think that was important work, but it is done, and Enbridge has 
done a great job working through the permitting process patiently as well as being proactive about 
making sure we should not need to worry about protests and problems in NW Minnesota. I’ve listened 
to many interviews with US Representative Collin Peterson and have spoken briefly on this subject with 
our former state senator Leroy Stumpf on this subject (both Democrats) and we are in agreement that 
we’re eager to see the work completed on this project mid 2021. To anyone for whom this is a key issue, 
I believe having a moderate Democrat representing us who is interested in listening to all viewpoints, 
mitigating any risks and concerns, and advocating all the many data-driven reasons the project should 
be completed, is a far better approach to getting the project successfully completed than simply trying 
to push or bully it through. That’s not how projects get done, in the business world or in government. 



6 
 

Covid Response 
We really need to ensure that we’re continuing to fund safety-net programs for businesses that need to 
close due to employee illness or due to decreased business. The business owners and employees I’ve 
spoken with have made clear that there are really THREE concerns we need to consider in order to 
ensure our businesses can stay on track throughout the pandemic—one is safely being open, one is 
STAYING open, and the third is ensuring that customers are actually coming in the door. Now, I think we 
need businesses of all sizes, but one thing that did happen with some of the earlier funding is that larger 
businesses ended up having better resources available to seek out that funding. Local chambers have 
done an amazing job getting better resources to smaller businesses for applying for assistance and I’d 
like to see that continue, and do what we can to ensure the legislature is facilitating that at the state 
level as needed.  

Having good safety plans is important at this point primarily for ensuring that a business keeps viable—if 
people don’t feel it’s safe to shop in a store, or pick up food or eat in a restaurant, they’re not coming in, 
and no amount of wrangling over masks/no masks, or essential/non essential, is going to fix that when 
and if cases start rising in a particular community. The way to keep people feeling safe is to provide 
information transparently and honestly, test adequately and quickly, and continue to make sure we 
have appropriate PPE and medical response staff and resources. We need to constantly work to 
incorporate the things we’ve learned and adjust our plans and our practices, and above all take personal 
responsibility for ensuring that we’re keeping our family and neighbors safe, especially our older 
residents who are at higher risk of serious illness.  

The idea that older people and people in assisted living and care facilities are somehow not part of our 
community—that we can somehow care properly for them by having separate rules for them—seems 
very cruel to me. Especially in a small community most of us are only a person or two away at most from 
having regular contact with older people—it’s on ALL of us to wear masks properly when we go out, or 
to isolate at home properly afterward if we feel we must interact without masks and distancing. We 
need only look to our neighboring states to see that mandating mask usage, even with limited or no 
enforcement or penalty, does work to help increase mask usage and reduce the spread of covid-19. 

Abortion  
I believe there is a difference between wanting to eliminate abortion, and wanting to make it illegal. I do 
understand why some people feel they cannot support any legislator who believes abortion should 
remain a legal choice. If that describes you, I’m afraid I am not your candidate. I do hope you will listen 
to my story, though, and understand the work I have done throughout my life to prevent abortion, and 
think about why many others like me, who believe abortion should not happen, may feel a different 
path is the best way to eliminate abortion. I believe people of conscience can work together toward this 
goal.  

I spent decades as a volunteer and mentor for a non-profit organization affiliated with the Catholic 
Church, that supported women experiencing crisis pregnancy, giving them shelter, mentoring, and 
education in the skills they needed as they decided whether to parent their child or place for adoption. 
From this work, I believe strongly that the best way to eliminate abortion is to lift up and support 
women experiencing crisis situations in their pregnancies. Whether they face a physical health crisis, 
economic crisis, mental health crisis, or situations of domestic violence, I have seen for myself that 
providing that support is the proven way to ensure that women have the tools they need to prevent 
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them from feeling abortion is their only option, and so my focus as a legislator is on ensuring that we are 
working to lift families out of poverty, ensure that we have high-quality physical and mental health 
resources, and that we have the tools we need to prevent and end domestic violence, substance abuse 
and other contributors to crisis situations. I also support ensuring safe reproductive healthcare is 
available for all women as part of ensuring they have safe and healthy pregnancies. I believe that 
support for women who are experiencing a crisis pregnancy also includes ensuring they are treated as 
fully adult people who are competent to make their own decisions, and this is why I am a pro-choice 
candidate. We can’t expect women in a situation of great uncertainty and even fearfulness to feel 
confident that they are capable of successful pregnancy and parenting (or of placing their child for 
adoption), if we start by telling them they aren’t capable of making their own healthcare decisions. My 
personal and legislative goal is to tackle the hard work of eliminating the root causes of abortion so that 
they never happen, and I feel making it illegal allows us to sweep all the prevention work under the rug 
and pretend it isn’t needed anymore. That, to me, would be the real tragedy. I have worked with so 
many women over my life to make sure they don’t feel they need to make a decision that is 
heartbreaking and which I also believe is morally wrong, and I will continue that fight all my life by 
listening to their stories, helping them get their needs met, and respecting their choices. 

 
Guns/Second Amendment 
Gun owners and non-gun owners alike agree that we would like to reduce gun violence in our state and 
in our country. As a responsible gun owner, I think the most practical way for gun owners to protect 
their Second Amendment rights is by ensuring affordable access to mental health care, by ensuring that 
our schools are fully funded so they can hire the professional support staff needed to ensure students 
have support and help, and by ensuring that families have stable, living wages in jobs that are safe and 
secure. These are the basic needs for a society that is untroubled by violence, and to me this is by far the 
most useful path toward ensuring that responsible gun owners have their rights protected while 
everyone lives in a country with a far reduced risk of death by gun violence or firearm suicide. My stance 
on ensuring we are providing these basic needs is what has earned me the endorsement of Education 
Minnesota, the Minnesota Farmers Union PAC and AFL-CIO, so I am the candidate that has the 
endorsement of organizations that are actively working to fix these issues that contribute to gun 
violence, and not merely paying them lip service. 

Section 179 
An integral part of planning for the future of any business is reinvesting in that business and keeping 
equipment up to date. Having different tax rules for Minnesota taxes versus federal taxes makes capital 
investment decisions much more difficult, so Minnesota’s conformity to Section 179 rules is a great 
thing for encouraging that type of reinvestment. Section 179 encourages the kind of forward thinking I’d 
like to see across the board in terms of our reinvestment in our district—we shouldn’t be waiting for 
floods to happen or for dams to get to “F” safety ratings—we have great local engineers and planners 
who know what reinvestments we should be making, and we should ensure that we have funding rules 
in place that allow us to listen to them.  

 


